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Artist shares his story on woodSTORY AND PHOTOS BY ALICE GERARDA mandala represents a spiri-tual journey. Generally, it is in the form of a circle, but, on occasion, it can be a square. The circle is of-ten chosen as the form because it has no beginning and no end. It’s geometric, and it represents the cosmos.
For Casey Dahlstrom, manda-las tell a story and, through them, he can share his vision of the world. The story that Casey tells is one of survival, hope and cre-ativity. His medium is pyrography, which he describes as the “art of burnt wood.” On a 4-foot-by-4-foot piece of wood, he created his de-sign and told his story.“Pyrography,” Casey explained, “is creating art by burning wood. I have a temperature-controlled box. Depending on what kind of burn I need to accomplish, I have full control of how fast and how dark the burn can occur. “Like a painter would have dif-ferent shaped brushes, I work with different shaped pens. Any-thing with a fl at, smooth edge, so I can accomplish shading to a sharp fi ne point, if I want to draw a nice, sharp line into the wood.”Casey, who is now 34 years old, has been working with wood since a camping trip that he took with his father, Gary Dahlstrom, 25 years ago. 

“At that point, we had experi-mented with wood carving after our Scoutmaster brought his kid along, and we had been inter-ested,” Casey said. “From there, that evolved with working from anything from basswood to bark carvings. My mother had been an artist while growing up. She had drawn cartoons. She was the fi rst one in the family to try pyrogra-phy, and I got extremely curious about that. About seven years ago, I attempted my fi rst piece of an eagle on an 8-by-10 sheet of ply-wood. That’s evolved into a 4-foot-by-4-foot piece in seven years.”Casey said he drew inspiration from many sources: “This pattern system is referred to as mandalas, and each one is created in that moment of time when I’m work-ing on it. I didn’t preplan any of these.

“The only thing that was planned – and I had to think about this before the art started taking shape – is what did I want as the overall effect? I had done a piece prior to this that was half the size of this, and I had done about eight to 10 circles in that one. Af-ter learning how to do them and the different techniques I had, I decided that I wanted to go much bigger and much more detailed. With this one, I would say I easily have 50 circles buried within dif-ferent spots of this art form.”The subject matter for the cir-cles comes from the things that he sees, Casey said, which explains the variety of designs within the 

circles. Some of the designs, such as a few yin-yang symbols, are re-peated throughout the design. “A lot of my inspiration comes from seeing stuff in the real world,” he said. “It could be from seeing a mosaic on a piece of tile in someone’s bathroom. It could be anything, up to the internet, including Pinterest. I had started a smaller piece, learned by experi-ence of what I liked and didn’t like. I tried two or three more pieces after that. After a while, it just kept getting bigger and bigger and big-ger until, you know what? I want to swing for the fences and go for something huge.”

Top: A close-up image of a few of the mandalas in Casey Dahlstrom’s project. 

Above: Casey Dahlstrom and his project, which was created by the art form 

called pyrography or the art of burning wood.

SEE CASEY, continued on Page 15

Island whistleblower relieved to see bridge replacement begin

BY KAREN CARR KEEFEContributing Writer
An $8.3 million project is in full swing to replace the nearly 70-year-old Beaver Island Park-way Bridge over the I-190 sec-tion of the Thruway. Since late March, crews and heavy equip-ment have been tearing down the old and making way for the new, while motorists who previ-ously took Beaver Island Exit 18B have had to follow a detour 

to get home, to work or to busi-nesses on the Island since April 3.
Completion of the project is expected sometime this fall, de-pending on the weather.Grand Islander James Str-zalkowski was an early whistle-blower who brought the dete-riorating condition of that bridge to public notice. He said he fi rst became concerned about the 

Beaver Island Parkway Bridge construction is underway to address deterio-

ration. A detour that began in late March will be in place until the conclu-

sion of work late this year. (Photo by K&D Action Photo and Aerial Imaging)

SEE THRUWAY, on Page 18
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Jason J. Tambe
Jason J. Tambe, age 53 of Ni-

agara Falls, entered into rest on 
July 22, 2023, while at the Ni-
agara Hospice House, Town of 
Lockport. 

Born in Buffalo on July 16, 
1970, he was the son of the late 
Roy W. Partridge and Sandra 
(John) Trzaska. Jason worked as 
a machine operator at Caplugs, 

in Buffalo, until he became dis-
abled. He was an avid hunter, 
fi sherman, enjoyed gardening, 
and was a history buff, took 
great pride in his Harley David-
son motorcycle, and was a mem-
ber of the Kingsmen Motorcycle 
Club.

Survivors include his life 
partner, Lucia Spiritosanto; fi ve 

children: Gage Tambe, Chance 
Poteat, Jessica Moyer, Robert 
Moyer and Michael Spiritosanto; 
two grandchildren: George and 
Zachariah Moyer; eight siblings: 
Samuel Tambe, John Trzaska, 
Robert Trzaska, Cheryl Par-
tridge, Holly Partridge, Richard 
Partridge, Bonnie Partridge and 
Michelle Partridge; his step-

mother, Kathy Partridge; and 
many nephews and nieces.

Friends may call at the DuBois 
Funeral Home, 2436 Niagara 
Road, Wheatfi eld (Bergholz), 
from 3-6 p.m. Saturday, July 29, 
followed with a brief acknowl-
edgement by the family, to those 
in attendance, and sharing fond 
memories.

Niagara Frontier Publications celebrates the life of your 
loved ones through obituaries. We welcome submissions 
from funeral homes, crematoriums and individuals. 

Find more obituaries, as well as an order form, on our 
website, www.wnypapers.com.Obituaries

Tops Markets exceeds goal for Children’s Miracle Network campaign, raising $320,489
Tops Friendly Markets an-

nounced its annual campaign 
for Children’s Miracle Net-
work Hospitals (CMNH) has 
exceeded the goal, raising 
$320,489. The campaign took 
place at all participating Tops 
Friendly Markets locations 
and ran through Sunday, July 
2.

Customers could support 
the CMNH campaign by pur-
chasing a $1 Children’s Mira-
cle Network ‘Miracle Balloon’ 
or rounding up their change at 
any participating Tops, where 
100% of the proceeds were do-
nated back to the local women 

and children’s hospitals in its 
communities. 

A press release noted, 
“Thanks to the generous sup-
port of its shoppers and asso-
ciates over the 15 years Tops 
has been involved in support-
ing the campaign, they have 
helped to successfully raise 
over $2.6 million.”

Tops Friendly Markets Pres-
ident Ron Ferri said, “Tops is 
grateful for their generosity 
of our customers and associ-
ates in helping to raise valu-
able funds for our smallest 
and most valuable community 
members: our children.”

The participating hospitals 
included: 

√ Arnot Ogden Medical Cen-
ter  

√ Children’s Hospital at Al-
bany Medical Center 

√ Golisano Children’s Hospi-
tal at Strong

√ Janet Weis Children’s Hos-
pital at Geisinger Medical

√ Maria Fareri Children’s 
Hospital   

√ Oishei Children’s Hospi-
tal  

√ Saint Vincent Hospital 
√ Samaritan Medical Center
√ Upstate Golisano Chil-

dren’s Hospital    

√ Vermont Children’s Hos-
pital at Fletcher Allen Health-
care

The press release noted, 
“Donations go to local hospi-
tals to fund critical life-saving 
treatments and health care 
services, along with innova-
tive research, vital pediatric 
medical equipment, child life 
services that put kids’ and 
families’ minds at ease during 
diffi cult hospital stays, and fi -
nancial assistance for families 
who could not otherwise af-
ford these health services. 

“When we improve the 
health of all children and al-

low them the opportunity to 
reach their full potential, we 
also improve our communities 
for years to come. Together, 
we can change kids’ health. 
Together, we can change the 
future.

To learn about Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals, 
visit cmnhospitals.org.

Based in Williamsville, Tops 
Markets currently operates 
149 grocery stores in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ver-
mont, including fi ve that are 
run by franchisees. For more 
information, visit www.tops-
markets.com.

Firefi ghters Association bringing 151st convention to Niagara Falls in August
Says almost 1,000 visiting volunteer fi refi ghters, guests, vendors & dignitaries will create over $750,000 impact on local economy
The Firefi ghters Association of 

the State of New York (FASNY) 
will bring its 151st annual con-
vention to Niagara Falls, from 

Aug. 8-12 at the Sheraton Niagara 
Falls and the Niagara Falls Con-
vention Center. Almost 1,000 peo-
ple, including volunteer fi refi ght-
ers and their guests from across 
New York state, vendors and vis-
iting dignitaries, will attend the 
convention and related events. 

The convention is being held in 
Niagara Falls for the ninth time, 
and this is the 12th time Niagara 
County has hosted this event. A 
total of 40 FASNY annual conven-
tions have been held in Western 
New York since the association 
was founded in 1872.

A press release noted, “The 

hundreds of visitors to Niagara 
Falls for the FASNY convention 
are expected to generate approxi-
mately $757,639 in economic 
activity in the region that week. 
This includes over 1,100 hotel 
stay nights, meals, social activi-
ties and other travel-related ex-
penditures.” 

Destination Niagara USA 
President and CEO John Percy 
said, “We are pleased to welcome 
FASNY back to Niagara Falls, 
USA, as the event creates a posi-
tive economic impact for the des-
tination. Niagara Falls provides 
the perfect backdrop for confer-
ences, giving attendees an op-
portunity to enjoy the beauty of 
Niagara Falls State Park and to 
explore the iconic attractions and 
activities throughout the county.”

Activities for the week will in-
clude a golf tournament at the 

Hyde Park Golf Course; the Past 
Presidents Dinner at the Fron-
tier Volunteer Fire Co. fi rehall; 
convention ceremonies and pro-
ceedings at the Sheraton Niagara 
Falls and the Convention Cen-
ter – including FASNY’s annual 
Hero Awards presentation, train-
ing sessions on key fi re service 
topics – including electric vehicle 
fi res; a block party; and a youth 
day event fi lled with hands-on 
training for junior fi refi ghters at 
the Wheatfi eld Training Center 
on River Road. 

Niagara County hosted the 
inaugural FASNY Youth Day in 
2009 as part of the 137th conven-
tion.

“We are thrilled to be bringing 
the FASNY convention back here 
to Niagara Falls for 2023,” said 
FASNY President Edward Tase 
Jr. of Lockport. “FASNY has a 
long history of holding our con-
vention in our area, dating back 
to 1877, when the convention was 

held in Lockport, and we have 
been holding our annual gather-
ings right here in Niagara Falls 
since 1892. As both FASNY presi-
dent and a Niagara County resi-
dent, I am very proud that we are 
hosting the 151st annual conven-
tion right here in Niagara Falls.” 

The 152nd annual FASNY Con-
vention is scheduled to return to 
Niagara Falls in August of 2024.

Founded in 1872, the Fire-
men’s Association of the State of 
New York represents the inter-
ests of the approximately 80,000 
volunteer fi refi ghters and emer-
gency medical personnel in New 
York. For more information, visit 
www.fasny.com.

The mission of Destination Ni-
agara USA is to expand the eco-
nomic prosperity of the Niagara 
Falls USA communities by gener-
ating individual and group visita-
tion. For more information, visit 
niagarafallsusa.com.
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